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Financial Aid Help Sheet
Holy Family High School College Preparatory

Information for 2010 – 2011 Filing
Contact Information: 818-241-3178 ext. 227 or JFuller@HFHSGlendale.org, 

· For specific questions and information, CONTACT FAFSA OR THE SCHOOL

What you need:

· Social Security Numbers and Documents ( Of all persons involved
· Driver’s License and Numbers

· 2009 W-2s

· Records of ANY other income received

· 2009 Tax Return Forms ( 1040, 1040EZ, etc.

· This means you need to complete your tax return ASAP
· Current Bank Statements – Checking, Credit, Savings, Certificate of Deposit, etc.
· Stocks and other investment paperwork

· *If not a US Citizen, your Alien Registration Card and Number*

College Scholarship Service

If you need a College Scholarship Service (CSS)/Financial Aid profile:
· https://profileonline.collegeboard.com/prf/index.jsp

· This is solely for private schools that choose to use this service

· It is rare for a school to use this, and most choose FAFSA
· Only applying to state schools? than forget the acronym CSS
Free Application for Federal Student Aid - http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
1. GET A PIN! ( That’s right, each of you, parent/guardian and student
· Each individual has a different pin, only 1 for a set of parents (Remember, your income is combined, so only one pin is needed)

· www.pin.ed.gov
· This may be the most important 4-digit number you will ever have (don’t lose it)
· This pin is used EVERY year when applying for your FAFSA

· Apply ASAP, as this will allow you to sign your FAFSA


2. Fill out the FAFSA on the web worksheet ( http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/fafsaws01bw.pdf
· If you need a copy, let Mr. Fuller know. This is solely for YOUR records.


3. Know EACH school’s specific financial aid codes – also known as Federal School Codes

4. Know the key date: MARCH 2nd, I will repeat MARCH 2nd
· To qualify for many California grants you must have this completed beforehand

· DO NOT WAIT until late February


5. Fill out your FAFSA ( 2010-2011 school year
· COMPLETE SLOWLY!

· USE A LEGITIMATE EMAIL (No cutesy stuff

· Take your time and make sure the numbers are correct and exact

· *It is assumed all students at HFHSCP are dependents, they retain this status until 24

· You can check status on the homepage link

· DO NOT lie or underestimate on financial information, it could mean loss of awards

· APPLY FOR EVERYTHING AVAILABLE

· You can decline receiving the award after it is given, but you cannot request one after

· This includes Pell and Cal Grants, all loan types, and work study

· If you are offered undesirable loans, you can cancel them before they are awarded

· You have 45 days from start to finish, or all of the information will be ERASED

· This is to protect your private information

6. Sign your FAFSA electronically

· Make sure everything has been saved; you have checked, rechecked, triple checked info

· You will be signing your 2010-2011 school year form

· Both parents and students need to do this

7. Check status AND print signature page

· Get in the habit of printing EVERYTHING

· Keep it in a safe folder next to the tax information, so that all documents can be accessed

· Make sure there is verification that FAFSA has received your information

8. View and print your Student Aid Report (SAR)

· This will come a few days after you have completed and signed your FAFSA

· REVIEW, REVIEW, REVIEW
· Make sure information is correct

· There will be a slot that reads (EFC), this means “Estimated Family Contribution”

· Based on the income info you provided, they determined how much you can contribute to the education of your child (No need to thank them)

· You may be flagged for verification

· This is where all of those documents and specific numbers come into place

· If flagged, pursue this ASAP

9. Make changes

· This could be caused by a number of factors, but the sooner you know the better

· Use the link provided on the FAFSA main page

10. ADD SCHOOLS – for those students that simply cannot be limited to 10 schools

· Once a SAR has been distributed, you can make changes as per step 9

· Add or delete schools that will receive your financial aid information

· NOTE: If you change ANY information after receiving a SAR and delete a school, those deleted schools will not receive this information

Cal Grant ( Information found at http://www.calgrants.org/
1. Fill out your FAFSA – Wasn’t that easy?

2. Complete the attached Cal Grant GPA verification form

· I cannot submit your GPA without this form

· Copies found at http://www.csac.ca.gov/pubs/forms/grnt_frm/2010-11_March2GPA_Form-fillable_andCalculations.pdf ( I only need page 1
· RETURN BY FEBRUARY 22nd – the sooner the better!

3. Annoy your fellow students to return so that Mr. Fuller can submit them all together!

4. Make sure you received a Cal Grant, if qualified (Tell me if you did not receive one)
Financial Aid Options and Information
Cal Grant – Based on a combination of GPA and Parent/Guardian Income, guaranteed when requirements met

Remember there is a March 2nd Deadline for Filing, a February 22nd deadline for form to me

Types: Entitlement
Cal Grant A – Applied to tuition and other fees, for students working towards associates or bachelors, range based on school type. (Cal State, UC, Private)

· Requires a minimum 3.0 GPA on a 4.0 scale (unweighted)
Cal Grant B – Living allowance and partial tuition assistance.

· Requires a minimum 2.0 GPA on a 4.0 scale
Cal Grant C – Occupational or vocational schools only

Competitive

Cal Grant A & B – Competitive awards are for students that do not otherwise meet the minimum requirements. Financial Aid is generally the same as entitlement grants
· Designed for low-income students

· Requires meeting March 2nd deadline
Pell Grant – Guarantees funds IF a student qualifies

· Based on your Pell Grant Index number

· Federal program, funds do not need to be paid back

· Your SAR will indicate the number and if award is received

School Grants – Each school has various grants based on major, GPA, programs, etc.

· Many will come AFTER the freshman year when the college GPA has been established

Federal Loans – 


Stafford Subsidized – 6% interest (can change)

· Interest is paid by the government while the student is in school

· This is a fantastic way to receive the monies needed, but not suffer penalties while in school

· Neat trick ( can push the repayment back as long as in school
· Have to begin paying 6 months after schooling ends

Stafford Unsubsidized – 6.8% interest (can change)
· Government does not pay while you are in school

· You WILL have substantially more to pay back after you graduate

· This should be a LAST resort to pay for school
Perkins Loans – Combination federal and school loans

· For students with “exceptional” financial need

· The school receives funding and in-turn contributes to the monies offered

Work Study – Usually total $1,000 maximum

· Requires the student to WORK at the school, and pay for the work study that way

· Be warned, if a job is not available, the money must still be repaid by the end of the sem/year

Independent Loans – To be determined by individual banks
· Usually taken based on individual equity and loan requirements

· Interest  and conditions variable
Scholarships – Many types, follow the links below for some websites (many others not listed)

· www.fastweb.com 

· www.scholarships.com
· https://www.brokescholar.com/ 

Please note: The information provided here within can change, and is simply a guideline to help with the financial aid process. Specific instances may result in differences between this help sheet and actuality.
